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4 Leap out of your chariot and dash
straight to the Club at each base. (Never

turn around to look at your bird.)

5 Always accept the signature of a
Transient Alert 3-level apprentice mechanic
on the post and preflight of your aircraft.
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6 Limit all preflights to 30 seconds or

less.

(Method: From a minimum of 100 feet extend
arm, raise thumb, align with eyes. Slowly rotate
thumb over flying machine. If machine is only
touching the ground in three places, two wings
and vertical stabilizer are visible...bound up
ladder, push starter, and taxi.)

" v
7 De\"/elob a real good case of get-home-
itis.

If you are in the habit of accomplish-
ing at least two steps of this checklist,
you are cleared for X-C flight...BUT
ONLY IF you carry the following equip-
ment with you at all times:

1. A four-leaf clover.

2. Rabbit’s feet (yes, FEET)

3. Assorted beads, medals, charms
and incense, as may suit your personal
preference.

4. A very large portion of unused
luck.

5. Sufficient cashto reimburse Uncle
for that bird you’re about tobash.
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volved with more than normal landing pattern
business. In a sense, he wasn’t flying his own pat-
tern. He was trying to match the pattern in front of
him. And when his bird gave the first symptoms of a
stall he didn’t immediately recognize them. Buffet on-
set was there, but he wasn’t sitting there waiting for
it... as he was during the demonstration he flew
through with his instructor.

And when the bird began to roll from adverse
yaw and dihedral effect, he wasn’t ready for it. By
moving the stick away from the roll he added drag
to the wrong wing ... increased the adverse yaw. As
yaw increased, dihedral effect tightened up the roll.
It was a vicious circle.*

Another factor that complicated these traffic
pattern gyrations was the closeness of the terrain.
If you had more altitude, youwouldn’t hesitate to push
the nose over at the first hint of a stall coming on.

So why the Granny break?It’s just common sense.
You don’t need max performance in the traffic pat-
tern... ’specially when you’re busy flying formation.
And when recovery altitude under you is a whole lot
less than optimum!

Fifteen units angle of attack will turn you very
efficiently... 2G and 60 degrees of bank (they’re
inseparable) insure you an adequate, but not generous,
margin above stall.

If the guy in front of you sucks his pattern in a
bit too tight, don’t follow him. There’s no point in
getting into the same trouble he’s headingfor. .. and
bailing out beside him! Y

* If you're not too clear on adverse yaw and dihedral
effect, look up ““More on Turning the F-4,” in the May
'67 TAC ATTACK. For a more technical and detailed
discussion, see the March '67 issue of FIGHTER WEAP-
ONS NEWSLETTER.
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